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The County of Lennox 
& Addington

The beauty will draw you in,  
the potential for success will seal the deal. 
In L&A you get small town charm and rural beauty without going too far off the 

beaten path. That’s because we are ideally situated between Toronto, Ottawa, 

Montreal within driving range of nearly 1/3 of North America’s population 

and easy access to the USA border. L&A is bursting with opportunity and is the 

perfect location to live or run a business.  

Loyalist Township - It’s not business as usual… it’s better!

Loyalist Township is one of four municipalities in Lennox and Addington County. 

Located adjacent to Lake Ontario, this growing area also includes Amherst Island 

which is accessible via a short ferry ride. 

The case for attracting new residents is strong as Loyalist Township is one of 

the faster growing municipalities in Eastern Ontario, with an increase of 

nearly 10 percent over the past decade, above average for all municipalities 

across the province. Plus, you’ll have a full-service economic development 

team focused on helping you get what you need to be successful like funding, 

networking, and finding your ideal location. 

ALLOW US TO SHOW YOU AROUND.

NaturallyLA.ca

ecdev@lennox-addington.on.ca

40 minutes
from U.S. border
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Population  

45,000

 Population  

16,600
Greater Napanee

 Population  

18,000
Loyalist Township

 Population  

2,400

Township of 
Addington Highlands

 Population  

8,000

Township of 
Stone Mills



41

4

33

2

401

Morven/Violet

Odessa
Switzerville

Wilton

Amherst 
Island

Amherstview

Bath

Millhaven

Loyalist 
Township

Highway 33 marks the 
route of the historic 

Loyalist Parkway

There are two business 
parks here: Loyalist 
East Park & Taylor 

Kidd Industrial  
Park

Lake Ontario

Amherst Island in  
Lake Ontario is just 

a short ferry  
ride away

Home to some of 
the best fresh-
water sailing in 

the world



Community overview

This area is a popular destination for residents, 

cottagers, and visitors. It is known for its local 

fresh fruits and vegetables, summer markets, 

local brewery, cheese factory and apiaries. 

Lake Ontario, the Bay of Quinte and the many 

waterways and tributaries across the Township 

are central features in the recreational 

pursuits including: sailing, paddling, scuba 

diving and fishing. 

        Welcome to Loyalist Township
The community
Loyalist Township is located along Highway 

401 between the Eastern Ontario commercial 

hubs of Kingston to the east and Belleville to 

the west. To the south Highway 33, also known 

as Loyalist Parkway, follows the Lake Ontario 

shoreline and connects to Prince Edward 

County via ferry. 

Loyalist Township is in a 
growth mode with many 
investment opportunities 

ranging from local 
services to industrial 

development. 



Amherstview

Located on the beautiful Lake Ontario shoreline 

this community is a popular residential area 

for commuters travelling into neighbouring 

Kingston. The Henderson Recreation Centre 

in Amherstview houses a public library, 

swimming pool, arena, and an outdoor soccer 

field. Kingston transit services provides public 

transportation between Amherstview and 

Kingston.

Amherst Island

Located in Lake Ontario, this island is accessible 

by a 15-minute ferry ride from the mainland. 

The quiet island has stone beaches, dramatic 

vistas, and acres of pastoral land. The island 

draws cyclists, sailors, anglers, and scuba divers. 

It is also home to the renowned Waterside 

Summer Festival featuring classical musical 

entertainment. The bird sanctuary on Amherst 

island is a globally significant bird area, with a 

concentration of breeding grassland birds and 

wintering hawks and owls. 

Bath

Originally settled by United Empire Loyalists 

this lakefront community is a historical treasure 

with restored homes, a sheltered harbour and a 

popular marina. 

Odessa

This is the 2nd largest urban centre in Loyalist 

Township. With Highway 401 along its northern 

border, the community serves as a retail and 

services hub. The Township offices, regional 

secondary school, and Ontario Provincial Police 

(OPP) detachment and Tactics and Rescue Unit 

are based in Odessa. 

The workforce
Key employment sectors:

• Sales and service occupations

• Trades

• Transport and equipment operators

• Business

• Finance and administration

• Occupations in education law and social

• Community and government services and

management occupations

Business sectors with the largest 
number of employees:

• Construction

• Health care and social assistance

• Retail trade

• Accommodation and food services

• And other services

Major employers include:

• Bombardier

• Coco Paving

• Direct Coil

• Gibson Fuels

• Millhaven and the Bath Penal Institution

Larger communities within the Township
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Attracting residents: 
The Loyalist proposition
In recent years, Loyalist Township has been attracting 
people from elsewhere in Ontario and beyond.  

In 2016, over 3,000 people who were living in Loyalist had lived elsewhere 

five years earlier. This represented more than one out of every five people 

aged five and older. This inward migration rate was well above the average 

across the province.

Why are people attracted to Loyalist? 

Residents enjoy an extraordinary quality of life 

with safe communities and small-town living. The 

community is rich in local recreational facilities 

and activities with more urban amenities and 

entertainment right next door. It is a popular location 

for residents employed in Loyalist as well commuters 

working in the neighbouring City of Kingston. 

Live Here: 
Loyalist Township



The Township is opening its doors and welcoming newcomers. Nearly two out 

of every five residents are over the age of 55 and while the median age is lower 

than many other communities in Ontario, the community still would like to 

attract younger families to ensure there are enough workers to meet future 

labour market demand and ensure the Township remains a vibrant place.

     Why does Loyalist want to attract 
more residents?

         Population profile
The population living in Loyalist features above average incomes. The median 

household income in the Township is 9% above the provincial average and well 

above most other municipalities in Eastern Ontario (Figure 9). The population 

is also well educated. Over 92% have a high school education (among the 

population aged 25-64) which is well above the provincial and national levels. 

Over 60% in this age group have post-secondary education with a focus on 

college education. Thirty-seven percent have graduated from college, well above 

the 25% rate across the province. 

92%
have a high school 

education

60%
have post-secondary 

education



Poverty rates

Poverty rates are well below average in the 

Township. Using Statistics Canada’s prevalence 

of low income based on the low-income cut-offs; 

after tax (LICO-AT), only 3.3% of the population 

were in poverty in 2015, only one-third the 

level across the province. Only 105 out of 

approximately 16,000 people were classified as 

below the low-income cut-off. 

Population 

The population in Loyalist is older than the 

province overall with a median age in the 

Township of 45 at the time of the 2016 Census 

compared to 41 across the province. This is a top 

reason why Loyalist is looking to attract people to 

the community in the years ahead. 

The table provides an overview of key 

demographic, income and labour force dynamics 

for the population in the Township. It is 

important to point out the labour force 

information is based on those who live in the 

Township and not the working population. As 

discussed elsewhere, the working population in 

Loyalist is highly integrated into the regional 

economy with Kingston and other Lennox and 

Addington municipalities. 

Demographics, income and labour

Median household income index, selected municipalities (Ontario = 1.00)

Source: Statistics Canada 2016 Census.

Loyalist 1.09

Kingston 0.91

Quinte West 0.90

Belleville 0.80

Brockville 0.69

Cornwall 0.63
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Median household income index, selected municipalities (Ontario = 1.00)

A few key highlights: 

• Nearly 10% of the population Loyalist speak

both English and French a level close to the

provincial average.

• The population aged 25-64 living in Loyalist

are more likely to be college-educated

compared to the province as a whole (37%

versus 25% of the total). There is also a

slightly higher share of the population with

apprenticeships/trades education compared

to the province overall. The share of the

population that has graduated high school is

above the provincial average (92%).

• The Township’s labour force has a larger share

who work full time and full year compared

to the province overall at 57% of the total

compared to 52% across the province but the

share self-employed is slightly below average

at just under 10%. As discussed elsewhere in

this document, work commute times each day

are considerably lower in Loyalist compared

to the average worker across the province.

The table shows the top employment sectors 

for the workforce living in Loyalist. Health 

care and public administration are the two top 

employment sectors and sales and service and 

trades, transportation and equipment operators 

are the top occupational groups. However, the 

concentration of employment relative to the 

provincial workforce provides a better indication 

of how the workforce in Loyalist differs from the 

province overall. 

Even though there are relatively 
few working in the utilities 
sector, relative to the total 
employed in that sector across 
Ontario, Loyalist is home to 2.35 
times as many workers, as a 
share of the total population.

Employment concentration 
in Loyalist 

Source: Statistics Canada 2016 Census.

TOP 5 INDUSTRIES (ONT = 1.00)

Utilities 2.35

Public administration 2.13

Agriculture, foestry, fishing 
and hunting 1.41

Health care and social assistance 1.35

Construction 1.27

TOP 5 OCCUPATIONS (ONT = 1.00)

Natural resources and agriculture 1.49

Health occupations 1.29

Trades, transport and equipment 
operators 1.25

Education and government services* 1.15

Sales and services 1.00



Summary population profile, Township of Loyalist

Continued on next page.

POPULATION DYNAMICS LOYALIST LENNOX & ADDINGTON ONTARIO

Population (est. 2019) 17,755 44,676 14,566,547

1-year growth rate -0.1% +0.7% +1.7%

5-year growth rate +3.2% +2.1% +7.0%

10-year growth rate +9.4% +5.4% +12.1%

55 and older 35% 38% 30%

Median age of the population 45.0  47.2 41.3 

Number of people moving into the community 
between 2011-2016 3,130 7,685 n/a

Inward migration rate (population 5+) 21% 20% 29%

Immigrant population (% of total) 8% 6% 46%

INCOME DYNAMICS LOYALIST LENNOX & ADDINGTON ONTARIO

Median personal income 1.15 1.04 1.00

Median employment income 1.04 0.97 1.00

EDUCATION LEVELS (POP. AGED 24-64) LOYALIST LENNOX & ADDINGTON ONTARIO

High school 92% 89% 90%

Apprenticeship / trades 8% 9% 6%

 College 37% 34% 25%

University degree 16% 14% 32%

Post-graduate degree 4% 3% 9%
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Sources: Statistics Canada Table 17-10-0142-01 and 2016 Census. *Including law, social and community services.

Summary population profile, Township of Loyalist (cont.)

LABOUR FORCE (THOSE LIVING IN LOYALIST) LOYALIST LENNOX & ADDINGTON ONTARIO

 In the labour force 8,600 21,100 7,141,675

Employed 8,030 19,745 6,612,150 

Unemployed 570 1,355 529,525

Participation rate 64.7% 60.7% 64.7% 

Employment rate 60.4% 56.8% 59.9% 

Unemployment rate 6.6% 6.4% 7.4%

Who worked full year, full time 57% 55% 52%

Self-employed 9.9% 11.3% 11.8%

Who worked at home 6.5% 7.6% 7.3%

With 30+ minute commute to work 30% 39% 44%

TOP 5 EMPLOYMENT SECTORS LOYALIST LENNOX & ADDINGTON ONTARIO

Health care and social assistance 1,235 - -

Public administration 1,075 - -

Retail trade 1,035 - -

Construction 735 - -

Educational services 655 - -

TOP 5 OCCUPATIONS LOYALIST LENNOX & ADDINGTON ONTARIO

Sales and service occupations 1,985 - -

Trades, transport and equipment operators 1,410 - -

Business, finance and administration occupations 1,215 - -

Occupations in education and 
government services* 1,160 - -

Management occupations 865 - -



*Source: Statistics Canada 2016 Census.

There are many reasons why Loyalist is an 

ideal place to live. The Township features a 

reasonable cost of living and housing costs. 

There is limited crime in the area and although 

it is a small place, Loyalist is close to Kingston 

which gives residents a wide range of urban 

amenities and services. The region has good 

health care and schools as well as recreational 

opportunities.

Reason #1:

More bang  
for your 
housing buck

          The case for living in Loyalist

Share of dwellings with at least 8 rooms

Here are nine good reasons why people should take a long look at 
Loyalist when considering where to live in Ontario.

The average value of housing in Loyalist is 38% below the average across 

Ontario*. The cost of rental housing is also below average. At the same 

time, you get more bang for your housing buck in Loyalist. Over 40% of 

dwellings in the Township have at least 8 rooms compared to only 31% 

across the province and 29% across Canada. 

Loyalist 40%

Ontario 31%

Canada 29%
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The Township offers residents a comparatively reasonable cost of 

living. According to Statistics Canada, only 15% of owned households 

spend 30% or more of household income on shelter costs which is well 

below average across Ontario. Other living costs are lower for most 

households compared to larger urban centres. 

The Crime Severity Index in Loyalist is below the average for other 

municipalities in Ontario and well below average for municipalities 

across Canada. The rating for Loyalist was 46.9 in 2015 compared to 

80.4 for the average municipality across Canada. The rating in Kingston 

was 62.8*. 

Statistics Canada calculates an Index of Remoteness to show the 

proximity of households in municipalities to service centres. According 

to the agency, geographic proximity to service centres and population 

centres is an important determinant of socio-economic and health 

outcomes. Toronto is the least remote with an Index rating of 0.00 and 

Grise Fiord in Nunavut is the most remote with an Index rating of 1.00.

Loyalist is one of the lesser ‘remote’ smaller municipalities across 

Ontario with an Index of 0.14 compared to the average municipality 

across the province coming in at 0.30 and across the country at 0.35.

Residents of Loyalist are relatively close to services such as schools and 

hospitals as well as personal and professional services, retail services, 

restaurants, and entertainment services. 

Reason #2:

Reasonable 
cost of living

Reason #3:

Low crime rate

Reason #4:

Proximity 
& access

*Source: Statistics Canada. 2015 was the most recent year data is available for Loyalist.

The level across Canada in 2016 represents a rating of 1.00.



Resident of the region generally have better health care outcomes and 

access to health care compared to the country overall. The data here is 

for the Kingston, Frontenac and Lennox and Addington Health Unit and 

is indicative of the regional health outcomes and health care access. The 

data is published by Statistics Canada every two years. 

• Over 70% of adults perceived their mental health to be very good

or excellent, above average compared to the country overall.

• When asked about perceived life stress, only 19.6% of adults

indicated that most days are quite a bit or extremely stressful,

below average.

• 75% have a somewhat strong or very strong sense of belonging

to the local community, well above average.

• When asked about life satisfaction, over 93% indicated they were

satisfied or very satisfied with their lives in the region, above average

compared to the rest of the country.

• 91% of residents have a regular healthcare provider,

well above average.

• Over 58% of residents are physically active at least 150 minutes

per week, above average compared to Canada overall.

Reason #5:

Access to 
good health 
care &  
health care 
outcomes

Over 92% of adults living in Loyalist have at least a high school 

education. This is above the provincial (89.6%) and national 

(88.5%) levels. 

Reason #6:

Excellent K-12 
education

91%
of residents have a regular 

healthcare provider
(well above average)
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*Source: Statistics Canada 2016 Census.

Share of the working population with at least a 
30-minute one-way commute

Loyalist 30%

Ontario 44%

Loyalist residents live in an idyllic 

setting that serves as a vacation 

destination for visitors from 

across eastern Ontario and the 

U.S. It is located on the Lake 

Ontario shoreline with beautiful 

views, a host of recreational 

facilities and outdoor activities 

including boating, fishing, nature 

watching, hiking, and cycling. 

Reason #7:

Ample  
recreational 
opportunities 

Many residents of Loyalist drive into Kingston for work every day 

but the time spent commuting is considerably lower in the Township 

compared to most other jurisdictions in Ontario. About 30% of the 

working population in Loyalist faces a 30-minute one-way commute 

to work each day compared to 44% of the population across Ontario*. 

Less than four percent spend an hour or more in the car each day 

commuting to work compared to over 12% across Ontario.

The Township’s current push to attract more businesses will create 

more job opportunities locally in the Township in the years ahead.

Reason #8:

Less time  
commuting 
to work



The labour force data for the Township is from the 2016 Census. At 

that time, Loyalist had one of the lower unemployment rates among 

municipalities in Eastern Ontario. 

The Township is now pursuing new industry to set up in the 

community to provide more local services and to grow export-based 

industries here. This will open up new, local job opportunities for 

people moving to the community. 

Reason #9:

Growing 
regional 
economy & job 
opportunities

Source: Statistics Canada Table 14-10-0092-01.

Employment growth 2015-2019, 
Kingston-Pembroke region

The regional economy around the Township is growing strongly. In the 

past five years, total employment across the Kingston-Pembroke region 

has risen by more than eight percent. The unemployment rate has 

dropped from 7.2% in 2015 to only 5.6% in 2019. 

Business, building and other 
support services +63%

Professional, scientific and 
technical services +31%

Construction +28%

Educational services +14%

Total employed, all industries +8%

Live Here:
Loyalist Township



Starting a business or 
planning a move to the area?

Allow us to show you around.
Our Economic Development department would love the opportunity to show you first 

hand why L&A is such an incredible place to start a business or move to the area.  

Allow us to take you on a free customized tour of the area. We’ll show you some key 

places and help you connect with others in the area. 

To learn more or to ask any questions you may have about Loyalist Township or the 

County of Lennox and Addington, please reach out. We’re here to help. 

Rob Plumley 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

613.354.4883 x3271  |  rplumley@lennox-addington.on.ca  |  www.NaturallyLA.ca
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